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VETERANS OF THE FIRST ENGINEER

COMBAT BATTALION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Robert Brink, Chairman                                                                                                           Richard Hauri. Treasurer

 Earl Dove                                                                                                                                   Larry Blair, Secretary

Fred (Dick) Haas

Eric Schmidt

Jack Scott

Winter Newsletter 2003-2004
Our September 2003 Reunion was another wonderful event at the Best Western Eden’s Resort in Lancaster PA.  The Hotel Rooms, Sleeping and Public, as well as the Foodservice were excellent and rivaled any venue we’ve been at to date.

_________

It was great to see the many 1st Engineer veterans arrive at the CP on Sunday. We had some WWII members come in that had not been to a Reunion in awhile. We also had several new members from the Vietnam era this year.

_________

As Violet and I were putting things together for the trip to Lancaster we received a call from Kim Thompson, Bob Ayrton’s daughter. She gave us the sad news that Bob had passed away. Bob served with C Company during the Occupation. He became Secretary of our Organization in September 1997. We came to rely on Bob for his knowledge and skills in locating and setting up Reunions. He was always willing to listen and help you locate someone. Bob was a great asset to this Organization and we will miss him. Our thoughts are with Esther and her family at this most difficult time. You may send your Condolences to Esther at 241 Niantic River Rd. Waterford, Connecticut 06385.

“No Mission Too Difficult”   “No Sacrifice Too Great”    “Always First”

During the Business meeting Tuesday morning three board members Dick Haas, Eric Schmidt and Jack Scott were re-elected to the board for a new two-year term. Elected to the Secretary position replacing Bob Ayrton was Larry Blair. Also elected, as treasurer was Richard Huari. He replaces Bill Wills who ask to be relieved as treasurer. Bill has been treasurer since this Organization started 21 years ago. Bill has done an excellent job and has been a great asset to this Organization. We should all be greatful to Bill for the job he has done.

_________

At our Business meeting Tuesday morning we discussed several locations for our 2004 Reunion. The locations were, Atlanta, GA; Orlando, FL; New London, CT; and Springfield MO. The vote was taken and Springfield, MO. was picked. We will be staying at the Lamplighter Inn. This is the old Ramada Inn, where we held our Reunion in 2000. They have done some extensive remodeling. As we finalize the packet I will give you more information

_________

At our Banquet Dinner Tuesday evening Col. Cohn gave us a briefing on the funeral at Arlington Cemetery for Col Gara our past WWII Commander. He also made pictures available of the Military Funeral for members to view.

Larry Blair our newly elected Secretary gave us a briefing on the 1st Division Reunion held in Reno, NV.  He also briefed us on the moving of the 1st Engineer C. Bn. to Iraq.  Lets keep all those men and women in our prayers.

________

I am hoping that any member who lives along the coast came through the Hurricane Isabel without being scathed.

I want to thank everyone who donated items for the raffle. We had many prizes; with little planning I am always amazed at how well the activity goes.

___________

We have had several members of our association pass on since our last reunion. They are, Charles Murphy WWII,  Paul Smith WWII,  Herman Weiss WWII,  Harry Holleson WWII,  Howard Reed WWII,  Ollie Mabie WWII,  Sam Bakal WWII,  Nunzio Fedele WWII,  James Fazzolari WWII,  John Dratz WWII, William Stout WWII,  Henry Etlinger WWII,  Howard Wepler Occup.  Robert Ayrton Occup.  Clifford Gunderson Vietnam,  Sue Haas Wife of Dick Haas,  Sue Rollins Wife of MG Rollins.

We send our deepest sympathy to their families. May they rest in Peace. 

____________

Anyone interested in receiving a copy of the membership roster via e-mail or US Postal mail, may contact Kim Thompson.  243 Niantic River Rd. Waterford CT  06385, 1-860-447-0676, email kim@diehardengineer.com

____________

  I would like to remind all our members that all dues be sent to our new Treasurer, Richard Hauri 1910 Afton Rd. Beloit, WI. 53511.TX  1-608-362-0422. Make checks out to the Veterans of the 1st Engineers. Dues are $10.00 per year. Remember Dues keep the organization going.  All Correspondence that any member wishes to bring to our attention Birthdays, Anniversaries or any member or spouse who deceases please send information to our secretary Larry Blair. 7303 Luella Ann Drive, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87109,blairylar@hotmail.com. TX 1-505-821-1386. You may also send any information to me. Robert Brink 7642 Botting Rd, Racine WI. 53402. E-mail bob-violet@prodigy.net. TX 1-262-639-4405.
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             VETERANS OF THE FIRSTN ENGINEER

                          COMBAT BATTALION

 1st Engineer Combat Bn.

243 Niantic River Rd.

Waterford, CT  06385

Mailing

Label

Address Correction Requested

It is important to become current with our dues. Dues are $10.00 per year and should be sent to, Richard Hauri, 1910 Afton Rd. Beloit WI. 53511

For change of address or telephone number please fill out and send to me at the address below. Also probable dates for winter and summer addresses. Thanks

Summer                                Date                           Winter

Name____________________________________   ___________________________________

Address___________________________________  ___________________________________

City/State_________________________________  ___________________________________

Telephone________________________________  ___________________________________

1st Engineer Combat Bn.                   243 Niantic River Rd                       Waterford, CT  06385

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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